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     QST de   
  AB4KA

By Jimmy Russ, Section Manager, 
ARRL West Central Florida 
Division

As we find ourselves entering the 
holiday season (and rapidly 
approaching the end of 2025), it 
is my sincere desire that we can 
all find ourselves with much for 
which to be thankful.  For one, I 
am extremely thankful that, even 
though hurricane season is 
technically still with us, we have 
had no storms this year.  After 
last year I think the Lord decided 
that we needed a break!

Secondly, I personally am 
thankful and honored that I was 
appointed to carry on the role of 
Section Manager when Mike 
Douglas, W4MDD needed to step 
down for personal reasons.  I 
appreciate the fact that Mike 
allowed me to work with him and 
as time went on he began giving 
me additional responsibilities.  
Essentially, we had a transition 
plan in place for when the time 
came and things have gone quite 
smoothly.  

It also helps that we have an 
excellent leadership team in the 
WCF section who has made the 

transition that much easier.  Any 
time I am at an Amateur Radio 
event, I am proud to say that I am 
from the West Central Florida 
section.

We do have a couple of items of 
business to take care of before 
time slips away...

1. Please be sure to send your 
letters for the "Pass the Bill" 
campaign (information can be 
found at arrl.org)

2. Be sure to vote for our 
Southeastern Division Director.  
All ARRL members should have 
received an email with a link for 
voting and a postcard with the 
same link.

3. Remember to attend the Tampa 
Bay Hamfest and ARRL West 
Central Florida Section 
Convention on December 12-13 
and the Strawberry Festival 
grounds in Plant City.  We're 
looking forward to a great event 
this year!

Here's wishing everyone a very 
Happy Thanksgiving and a very 
Merry Christmas!

Until next time...

73 de Jimmy Russ, AB4KA

https://arrl.org/
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Florida State 
Parks 
on the 
Air 
Under New 
Management
Source: Paul Nienaber, 
KN4BAR

Florida State Parks On The 
Air" contest was started in 
2016 by Matt Stevens NJ4Y, 
who was a member of the 
Lakeland Amateur Radio Club, 
and was supported by a group 
of amateur radio operators 
from central Florida who love 
to get out and operate portable 
in our beautiful state. Florida 
State Parks On The Air was 
first held in April 2017, as a 
one day event.

In July 2025 management of 
the event passed to the 
Tamiami Amateur Radio Club 
in Venice. This will be a four-
day event on April 17-20, 
2026. Operating hours are from 
1200 UTC to 2359 UTC each 
day (Friday through Monday) 
with NO overnight operation 
allowed from 8:00 PM to 7:59 
AM local time the next 
morning. There are 174 state 
parks, trails, and historical sites 
on the official park list for the 
event. Full details and rules can 
be found on the event website: 
https://fspota.org.

The purpose of the event is to:

• Promote public awareness 
of ham radio and Florida’s 
state parks system

• Contribute to the 
recognition and 
appreciation of Florida’s 
diverse ecology

• Encourage camaraderie and 
sportsmanship among 
Florida’s Amateur Radio 
Operators,

• Encourage youth (under 18) 
participation, and

• Provide a venue for Florida 
amateurs to get out and 
enjoy operating in the great 
outdoors.

Clubs in Florida are 
encouraged to begin making 
plans to participate in the 
CLUB STATION category. 
This can be a great way to 
encourage and motivate club 
members to learn more about 
Parks on the Air and how to 
operate year-round as an 
individual. If nothing else, club 
members can get some fresh air 
and exercise by visiting one or 
more of Florida's great state 
parks. In 2026 Georgia and 
Alabama will also be holding 
their state park on the air 
contests this same weekend. 
Amateurs everywhere are 
encouraged to "hunt" for these 
many park stations during the 
contest.

Thanks to Paul Nienaber 
KN4BAR, President of the 
Tamiami Amateur Radio Club, 
for the information that went 
into this press release.

Nominations for the Ellen 
White W1YL Award Opened 
November 1st

Nominations for the 2025 Ellen 
White W1YL Award opened on 
Saturday November 1, 2025.  
Nominations for the 2025 Ellen 
White W1YL Award may be 
made via the Section website 
Contact and Information Form 
at https://arrlwcf.org/section-
forms/contact-info/.  

The Ellen White W1YL Award 
is given by the ARRL West 
Central Florida Section each 
year to honor the amateur radio 
operator who has made the 
greatest contribution to 
amateur radio in the ARRL 
West Central Florida Section 
for the current calendar year.  

Nominations for the 2025 Ellen 
White W1YL award will close 
on Sunday November 30, 
2025.  The recipient of the 
award will be announced on 
Friday December 12, 2025 at 
the Tampa Bay Hamfest and 
the award will be presented to 
that recipient during the ARRL 
forum at the Tampa Bay 
Hamfest on Saturday 
December 13, 2025.

The namesake of the award, 
Ellen White W1YL, became a 
Silent Key on Saturday 
November 5, 2022.  

White was appointed by 
Darrell Davis KT4WX in 2016, 
Section Manager of the ARRL 
West Central Florida section at 
the time, due to her 
contributions to amateur radio 
over many years, which 

https://fspota.org
https://arrlwcf.org/section-forms/contact-info/
https://arrlwcf.org/section-forms/contact-info/


included being in amateur 
radio for 75 years and working 
at ARRL HQ for 25 years.

For details on the Ellen White 
W1YL Award, you may go to 
the Section website Ellen 
White W1YL Award page at 
https://arrlwcf.org/wcf-special-
events/ellen-white-w1yl-
award/.  

For a detailed article on the life 
of Ellen White W1YL, please 
go to the ARRL News article 
published on November 7, 
2022 at https://www.arrl.org/
news/ellen-white-w1yl-silent-
key-devoted-lifetime-to-
amateur-radio-and-arrl.

Date and 
Venue 
for the 
12th 
Annual 
TECHCON set
The date and venue for the 
12th Annual TECHCON have 
been set.  The date for the 12th 
Annual TECHCON, the 
Annual Technical Conference 
for the ARRL West Central 
Florida Section, is Saturday 
February 28, 2026.  

The venue for the 12th Annual 
TECHCON will once again be 
the Hillsborough County 
Public Safety Operations 
Complex, located at 9450 E. 
Columbus Dr., Tampa, FL 

33519, on the east side of 
Tampa, just on the west side of 
I-75.

Starting with the 12th Annual 
TECHCON, we will no longer 
live stream the presentations as 
the logistics to do so are to 
difficult to manage properly.  

The 12th Annual TECHCON 
presentations will be recorded 
and the presenter slides will be 
added to it during post-
production editing, once again 
facilitated by Russ Delaney 
N4RTD, one of our Assistant 
Section Managers.  Upon 
completion they will be 
uploaded to the Section 
YouTube channel once they are 
completed.  The Section 
YouTube channel is located at 
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCFA4-HEjr-
lYMFisVG_Nk5A.

Registration for the 12th 
Annual TECHCON is now 
open.  We are looking for 
presenters for TECHCON.  To 
have a successful TECHCON, 
we must have those who are 
willing to be presenters, 
especially those who have not 
been a presenter before.  The 
topic of presentation is, as 
always, the choice of the 
presenter, as long as the topic 
is related to amateur radio.

You may register to either 
attend or make a presentation 
for TECHCON at https://
arrlwcf.org/section-forms/
wcftechconfregistration/.  

For more information about 
TECHCON you may go to the 

TECHCON webpage on the 
Section website at https://
arrlwcf.org/wcf-special-events/
wcftechconference/.

Section Net 
Cancellations 
for November 
and December
In observance of Thanksgiving, 
the 50th Annual Tampa Bay 
Hamfest, Christmas, and New 
Years holidays, and in keeping 
with tradition, the following 
Section nets will be cancelled 
during the months of 
November and December 
2025:

For the month of November the 
following Section nets will be 
cancelled:

• The ARRL West Central 
Florida Section ARES and 
Information Net on the 
NI4CE Repeater System 
scheduled for 1930 EST on 
Monday November 24, 
2025 will be cancelled.  
This net will resume normal 
operation on Monday 
December 1, 2025.

• The ARRL West Central 
Florida Section Technical 
Net on the NI4CE Repeater 
System scheduled for 2100 
EST on Thursday 
November 27, 2025 will be 
cancelled.  This net will 
resume normal operation on 
Thursday December 4, 
2025.
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• The ARRL West Central 
Florida Section ARES and 
Information Net on 3940 
KHz scheduled for 0730 
EST on Saturday November 
29, 2025 will be 
cancelled.  This net will 
resume normal operation for 
the last session of 2025 on 
Saturday December 6, 2025.

For the month of December, 
the following Section Nets will 
be cancelled:

• The ARRL West Central 
Florida Section ARES and 
Information Net on 3940 
KHz scheduled for 0730 
EST on Saturday December 
13, 2025 will be cancelled 
due to the operation of the 
Tampa Bay Hamfest.  The 
net will resume normal 
operation on Saturday 
January 3, 2026.

• The ARRL West Central 
Florida Section ARES and 
Information Net on the 
NI4CE Repeater System 
scheduled for 1930 EST on 
Monday December 22, 
2025 and Monday 
December 29, 2025 will be 
cancelled.  This net will 
resume normal operation on 
Monday January 5, 2026.

• The ARRL West Central 
Florida Section Technical 
Net on the NI4CE Repeater 
System scheduled for 2100 
EST on Thursday December 
25, 2025 and Thursday 
January 1, 2026 will be 
cancelled.  This net will 
resume normal operation on 
Thursday January 8, 2026.

• The ARRL West Central 
Florida Section ARES and 
Information Net on 3940 
KHz scheduled for 0730 
EST on Saturday December 
20, 2025 and Saturday 
December 27, 2025 will be 
cancelled.  This net will 
resume normal operation on 
Saturday January 3, 2026.

The Eagle Net, the NTS traffic 
for the ARRL West Central 
Florida Section, on the NI4CE 
Repeater System scheduled for 
2030 EST daily, will operate as 
scheduled throughout the 
holidays, as it is an NTS traffic 
net.  In keeping with tradition, 
Darrell Davis KT4WX, will be 
net control of the Eagle Net for 
the Christmas Eve and New 
Years Eve editions of the Eagle 
Net.

The ARRL West Central 
Florida Section wishes 
everyone a Happy 
Thanksgiving, Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year season.
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  AB4KA

By Jimmy Russ, Section 
Manager, ARRL West Central 
Florida Division

In the early days of Amateur 
Radio, a gentleman by the 
name of Paul Segal, W9EEA 
(SK) wrote “The Amateur’s 
Code”.  Originally written in 
1928, the 1947 version goes 
something like this:

The Radio Amateur is….

CONSIDERATE...The radio 
amateur never knowingly 
operates in such a way as to 
lessen the pleasure of others.

LOYAL...The radio amateur 
offers loyalty, encouragement 
and support to other amateurs, 
local clubs, the IARU Radio 
Society in their country, 
through which Amateur Radio 
in their country is represented 
nationally and internationally.

PROGRESSIVE...The radio 
amateur keeps their station up 
to date. It is well-built and 
efficient.  Their operating 
practice is above reproach.

FRIENDLY...The radio 
amateur operates slowly and 
patiently when requested; 
offers friendly advice and 
counsel to beginners; kind 
assistance, cooperation and 
consideration for the interests 
of others. These are the marks 
of the amateur spirit.

BALANCED...Radio is a 

hobby, never interfering with 
duties owed to family, job, 
school or community.

PATRIOTIC...The radio 
amateur's station and skills are 
always ready for service to 
country and community.

Now that you’ve read it, read it 
again and ask yourself “Does 
this describe me”?

Every paragraph of the code is 
important, however I would 
like to concentrate on two in 
particular.  The first one is 
LOYAL.  Are you a member of 
a club?  When is the last time 
you went to a meeting?  Are 
you an ARRL member?  
Forgive me for saying so, but if 
you are not, you should be.

The second is 
CONSIDERATE.  Every time 
you are on the air, someone is 
listening.  Every time you go to 
that club meeting, someone is 
watching.  Are you setting a 
good example for new 
amateurs?  In case you don’t 
remember, new hams watch 
old hams.  Are you a keyboard 
commando?  Do you post your 
negative opinions online, or do 
you keep things positive?  We 
should all do our best to keep 
the negativism to a minimum.

While I understand that the 
world in which we live has 
changed drastically since 1928 
(in many ways, not for the 
better), we would all do well to 
incorporate the Radio 
Amateur’s Code into not only 
our amateur radio lives, but 
into our lives in general.  If we 

did, the amateur radio world 
(indeed the world in general) 
would be a better place.

Until next time…

Jimmy Russ, AB4KA

"PASS THE 
BILL" ARRL 
Grassroots 
Campaign is 
Underway

Please help pass the "Amateur 
Radio Emergency Preparedness 
Act".  This piece of legislation 
will help STOP homeowner's 
associations from banning 
amateur radio antennas.  We've 
got a great chance of getting 
this passed this year, but we 
need your help!

How can you help? By sending 
a letter to your Representative 
and Senators asking that they 
co-sponsor and support H.R. 
1094 and S. 459.

How can you send these 
letters? It is easy.

Go to — https://send-a-letter.
org/hoa/— enter your call sign 
and click on “Send My Letters” 
and your letters will be 
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