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WCF ARES® Communicator 
Radio Station WIFM – What’s in It for Me 

October 2025 

Fellow ARES® Members, 

As we all know, the American Radio Relay League ® (ARRL ®) - The National Association for 
Amateur Radio ® is the parent organization for Amateur Radio Emergency Services ® (ARES 
®). The ARRL has been around for over 100 years and has represented our hobby at the 
national and international levels for decades. Personally, I joined the League shortly after 
obtaining my license in 2013 and over the following couple years attained Life Membership (I 
was working at the time). To me it was a natural evolution to become a member of the League. 
Similarly, I became a life member of the Armed Forces Communications Electronics Association 
® (AFCEA ®) when I joined the Air Force and joined the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers ® (IEEE ®) after I attained my bachelor’s in electrical engineering. I’ve benefitted 
over the years from my affiliation with these associations.  

I’ve recently had discussions with a few hams who see no benefit to belonging to the ARRL. Most 
of these do not gain anything from being a member; they do not buy the books, serve in a 
Field Services position, or attend participate in the meetings and conventions of ARRL. I got it. 
These hams are very much tuned into what I call WIFM – “What’s in it for me?” Hopefully, I can 
shed some light on why, as an active ARES member, you should consider keeping your ARRL 
membership active. 

We are all aware that ARRL advocates for the amateur radio service at all levels of 
government. As members, we often do not see the immediate effects of this advocacy but the 
fact that we have been able to maintain our amateur access and privileges through numerous 
presidential administrations is a testament to the success of the League’s advocacy. Congress 
and the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) are under constant pressure to allocate 
more of the radio frequency spectrum to commercial interests who are willing to pay top dollar 
for the bandwidth. The ARRL is our first line of defense against reallocation. To the average 
ham, there is little day to day impact. I am reminded of the line from Jonie Mitchell’s song Big 
Yellow Taxi, “You don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone. . .” While a considerable amount of 
the funding for spectrum advocacy comes from endowments and donations, there is still a 
significant investment from our annual (or life member) dues that goes toward keeping our 
frequencies for amateur use.  

As ARES members, we should be constantly training and improving our skills. The ARRL 
Emergency Communications training courses are great first steps in learning and mastering 
what it takes to be an effective public service communicator. The ARRL has invested extensively 
to make these training courses relevant to present-day emergency communications. While many 
of us take courses through the National Disaster & Emergency Management University 
(NDEMU), which was formerly the Emergency Management Institute (EMI), the ARRL ARES 
courses give our members the foundation as to how amateur radio can integrate into disaster 
and emergency operations. The ARRL courses are excellent precursors to attending the 
Cybersecurity & Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) Auxiliary Communications (AUXCOMM) 
Course and completing the AUXCOMM task book. The new EMCOMM classes have been 
designed with AUXCOMM in mind and will give you excellent background to complete your 
AUXCOMM qualifications.   

One outstanding service provided through ARRL is the equipment insurance Program.  It allows 
members to insure their radio equipment for a very reasonable premium, it's an all-risk policy 
and only requires a $50 deductible in the event of a loss.  Many of us have experienced the 
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impacts of multiple hurricanes and some have suffered serious damage during our frequent thunderstorms. The insurance 
provides peace of mind in protecting the investment you have made in your radio shack. For more information, check out 
ARRL Insurance Program: Welcome! 

Another easily overlooked benefit is access to the QST archive via the ARRL website.  This allows members to access articles 
from QST from 1915 - 2011, and complete issues of QST from 2012 forward.  We recognize that many hams have stacks 
of the old QST issues. In my case, I don’t save the stack. With access to any article from 1915 on, it’s easy to use the 
archive to home in on that article covering the thing-a-ma-jig you are experimenting with. And don’t forget, as a member 
you have online access to the latest version of QST. Additionally, there are various email newsletters to which you can 
subscribe and stay up to date with current events, and the Learning Center which offers an extensive selection of online 
courses. 

And don’t forget the Technical Information Service for those who need technical support, you can get one-on-one help with 
your technical problem working with one of the League’s experts.  

For less than $5/month, you can help preserve our rights as amateurs, participate in world-class communications training, 
access a wealth of technical information, protect your equipment from harm, and be eligible to become an appointed 
leader in our League. If you want to check out all the benefits of membership go to Value.pdf. 

Sincerely, 
Dave Rockwell, W4PXE 
Section Emergency Coordinator 
ARRL® West Central Florida Section 
Email: w4pxe@arrl.net  

(Thanks to guest editor, Jimmy Russ, ARRL WCF Section Manager) 

https://www.arrlinsurance.com/
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/QST/This%20Month%20in%20QST/October2015/Value.pdf
mailto:w4pxe@arrl.net
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